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The library, Biblioteca Publica Municipal “Monteiro Lobato”, was first mandated through public 
law in 1989. I have neither found nor heard evidence of the existence of such a library until 
2002 when a new public law created the library as it is today, giving it its current name and 
providing funding for the construction of a physical space. It contains approximately 10,000 
holdings, 4 computers with Internet connections, a full-time librarian—Laice Correa Godinho 
Ribeiro—, and space for researchers. 

In the back of the library is the current municipal archive (although I make a strong reminder 
here that the municipal government has ample facilities and technology for records manage-
ment – which it handles within each secretariat). What you see here is the archive of history 
and culture, and its funding is minimal. The idea for a municipal archive of history is first seen 
in public law in 2002. It doesn’t show up in any budget until 2005, at which point it combined 
with the newly created history museum.
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Faculdade La Salle (Unilasalle), a local university since 2008, is host to its own library.14 With 
a larger collection than the municipal library, and with more hospitable facilities, this library is 
open to students and employees of Unilasalle, with only limited access for the general public. 
This library is mostly composed of published resources and online database subscriptions, but 
it does have a small collection of local newspapers, magazines, and student papers, including 
master’s theses. None of these unpublished materials are cataloged or available online, but 
they are of great value to the documentation of local history in Lucas. The facilities are quite 
modern and these unpublished resources are kept in an air-conditioned room. 

The Association for Preservation of Matogrossense Culture (also known as Flôr do Cerrado15) 
is a not-for-profit cultural organization. It offers dance and music lessons for all ages, a com-
munity library specializing in local and regional history, festivals and events, and community 
support for low-income families. Aside from a unique collection of books about Mato Grosso, 
the Flôr do Cerrado collects photographs, newspapers, and news reports that document its 
efforts in the community.

14  For more information about Faculdade La Salle, visit their website: http://www.unilasalle.edu.br/lucas/ (accessed 
on 2012-04-02).

15  For more information about Flôr do Cerrado, visit their website: http://flordocerradomt.blogspot.com/ (accessed 
on 2012-04-02).
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Two additional cultural organizations exist in Lucas: Centro de Tradições Gaucha and Associação 
Cultural Gruner Wald. Aside from public events that display cultural traditions, I am uncertain 
whether these organizations maintain physical or digital collections.

Many of the historical documents that exist in Lucas are still in the hands of private individuals 
and private businesses. The local newspaper, Jornal Folha Verde, maintains its own archive of 
the newspapers it has printed since its inception, which predates the proper city of Lucas by 
two years. In all estimations, this is the largest and most thorough collection of documenta-
tion about the city of Lucas and its inhabitants. The owners of Folha Verde do not offer public 
access to this material; instead, it is used only as a revenue generating resource for their 
publications. Another private business, Karis Comunicação, owner of TV Conquista and Jornal 
O Luverdense, operates in the same fashion, valuing its archives for its business needs, but 
not making the archives publicly available, except the most recent newscasts and newspaper 
editions.16 Similarly, TV Rio Verde maintains a small archive of its news programs, but unlike the 
other large communications businesses, the owner of TV Rio Verde wants this material to be 
publicly available.17 Because Lucas has a complex history of development, some documentary 
materials are in the hands of Brazilian Military, while others are with large landowners and 
farmers. Still other materials are held by the families and individuals who settled Lucas, work-
ing under the blazing Mato-Grosso sun to build farms, roads, utilities, and homes. The saying, 
“Knowledge is Power,” holds true in Lucas, where historians and cultural proponents struggle 
against businesses to secure historical documentary resources.

Political factors influence the development of historical documentary repositories in Lucas. 
Because the town is new, because there were struggles during the creation of the town—be-
tween 1st wave and 2nd wave settlers—, because most of these people still live in the area, 
and because many of the 2nd wave settlers are in powerful positions in the municipality, the 
concept of history is contested and the question over which version should become the of-
ficial version is a sensitive subject.

Environmental factors also affect the establishment of long-term collection repositories in 
Lucas, which is in the transition zone between Amazon and Cerrado ecosystems. There are 
two seasons: wet and dry. Both are hot and the wet season maintains a condition of high rela-
tive humidity for over five months. These factors, along with the lack of funding for environ-
mentally controlled facilities—many of the buildings are made of concrete or patchwork wood, 
with no air conditioning and open windows—, and the inescapable presence of insects, lizards, 
and other pests, limit the capacity for long-term preservation of any documentary materials 
in Lucas.

In light of the above obstacles, there is a growing desire on behalf of the population of Lucas to 
document its past and its present.  As I was leaving Lucas to return home, José Dario Munhak 
made a point to inform me that “the people [of Lucas] are willing to preserve local history; in 
the places I visit, the people always welcome me and ask to assist in the historical research.”18
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